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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 
19  5 8 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
borough  council  of  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  : 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

and  the  urban  district  council  of  TRING 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on  thei 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  1958.  The 
form  of  the  Report  is  similar  to  those  of  previous  years  and  includes  a 
brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the  Division.  The  sections 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  written  and  compiled 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted. 

The  vital  statistics  were  generally  favourable.  Even  with  a high 
birth  rate  only  twenty-four  babies  failed  to  survive  the  first  year  of  life 
and  for  a mixed  urban  and  rural  population  of  almost  84,000  people  the 
infant  mortality  rate  of  13.8  per  1,000  live  births  was  remarkably  low. 
The  general  death  rate  was  lower  than  the  national  average  and  the 
incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  small.  If  it  is  possible  to 
give  an  informed  opinion  on  the  health  of  a community  purely  from  an 
appraisal  of  the  mortality  and  morbidity  statistics  the  health  of  the 
population  last  year  appeared  satisfactory. 

Apart  from  a minor  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  Borough  in  the 
first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  lay 
pleasantly  dormant  and  inactive.  The  three  fearsome  diseases  of 
children  of  former  years.  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping 
Cough  had  nought,  twenty-five  and  thirty-four  victims  respectively. 
Excluding  Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia,  and  one  must  exclude 
Pneumonia  for  notification  of  this  disease  has  been  notoriously 
inaccurate  for  many  years,  only  eight  patients  suffering  from  a notifiable 
infectious  disease  required  hospital  treatment,  it  is  small  wonder  that 
other  uses  have  now  to  be  found  for  many  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals. 

The  one  major  notifiable  infectious  disease  to  which  the  greatest 
attention  has  been  paid  in  the  past  few  years  perhaps  troubled  us  the 
least.  Two  cases  only  of  mild,  non-paralytic  Polio  were  reported;  tvs^o 
very  damp  squibs,  in  fact,  which,  fortunately  for  the  community  as  well 
as  the  patients,  failed  to  ignite.  Nevertheless  their  presence  was  a 
reminder  of  the  danger  of  Polio  to  the  community  and  v/as  an  impetus 
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to  the  population  to  accept  vaccination  against  the  disease.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  Polio  vaccination,  last  year  was  a successful  year  with 
the  demand  for  vaccination  increasing  month  by  month.  Perhaps  Polio 
is  yet  another  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  on  the  way  out. 

In  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  members  of  the  Councils  for  their 
kindly  consideration  and  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to 
health,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  unfailing  help  and 
co-operation,  and  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  loyal 
support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

♦ R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

“ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road, 

Hem’el  Hempstead. 

September^  1959 


* 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

Alan  C.  Horne,  d.p.a.,  m.a.p.h.l 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.> 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.l 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.l 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  Fish,  m.a.p.h.l,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.;  Housing  Management 

- — Institute  of  Housing) 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  H.  T.  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.l,  cert,  r.s.h.and  s.i.e.j.b. 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector : 

G.  E.  Brogan,  m.a.p.h.l,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

C.  Laidman,  cert,  r.s.h.and  s.i.e.j.b.,  f.a.l.p.a. 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

T.  Marsh,  a.i.a.s. 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 
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BOROUGH  OF 
HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


«•«» 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1958 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  General  Statistics 


Area  7,193  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1958  ...  46,390 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1958  14,429 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1958  £645,026 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1958/59 

... 

• 

£2,870 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

539 

543 

1,082 

Illegitimate  

11 

14 

25 

Total  ... 

550 

557 

1,107 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,00  estimated  population:  23.9 

. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

17.9. 

STILL-BIRTHS : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  

15 

4 

19 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

16 

4 

20 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  17.7. 
DEATHS : 


Males  169,  Females  163  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  332 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  7.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  0.89 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 4 10 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  6 4 10 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  9.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  9.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.4 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  0.88 
Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 .40 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.04 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1958  was 
46,390  as  compared  with  43,500  at  mid- 1957.  Allowing  for  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  775,  this 
shows  that  2,115  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  the  Borough  these  are 
0.75  and  1.56  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  com- 
parable with  those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustmxcnt  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in  the 
constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high  factor 
for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the  Borough 
population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country  as  a whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,107  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  135  over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.4  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers  20  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  a decrease  of  1 on  the  previous  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
17.7  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  21.2  for  1957  and 
with  21.6  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  332 
(169  males,  163  females),  an  increase  of  43  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases,  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  65  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in 
18  instances  was  situate  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  9.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  17.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85—90  years 
90  years  and  over 


6 

4 

10 

3 

1 

4 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

. 1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

14 

5 

19 

12 

9 

21 

22 

12 

34 

28 

20 

48 

23 

27 

50 

25 

32 

57 

17 

21 

38 

8 

18 

26 

3 

9 

12 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  169  163  332 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1958 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

_ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— — 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

_ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

4 

7 

11 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

14 

4 

18 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

15 

15 

30 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

23 

41 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

35 

19 

54 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

2 

7 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

17 

27 

44 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

8 

5 

13 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

10 

12 

22 

24. 

Bronchitis  

10 

4 

14 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

2 

2 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhcea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

5 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

4 

— 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

11 

17 

28 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

6 

1 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

5 

9 

35. 

Suicide  

2 

1 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

■' 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

169 

163 

332 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1958 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — -2  weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 
j 4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Respiratory  failure 

2 

2 

2 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Congenital  mal- 
formation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  four  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk,  three 
at  Piccotts  End  Pumping  Station  and  one  in  Marlowes.  The  latter  is  an 
old  18  in.  borehole  which  at  one  time  supplied  the  whole  town  but  is 
now  kept  as  a standby.  The  water  is  hard,  with  resulting  heavy  deposits 
on  kettles  and  boilers.  The  average  daily  water  consumption  was  2.47 
million  gallons. 

Weekly  samples  are  obtained  from  the  27  in.  bores  at  Piccotts  End, 
from  Adeyfield  Booster  Station  and  a point  on  the  distribution  mains, 
usually  a tap  over  a house  sink.  Boxted  reservoir  is  sampled  fortnightly 
and  the  24  in.  bore  at  Piccotts  End  and  the  bore  at  Marlowes  once  a 
month.  Chemical  samples  are  taken  periodically.  All  water  is  chlorinated 
before  passing  to  supply. 

Five  miles  of  distribution  mains  and  a quarter  mile  of  trunk  mains 
were  laid. 

Private  Supplies 

Private  wells  or  bores  supply  twenty-three  houses  with  a population 
of  eighty-two  persons:  compared  with  the  previous  year  these  are  reduc- 
tions of  four  and  six  respectively.  Sampling  is  concentrated  on  supplies 
known  to  be  doubtful,  and  most  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  reported 
were  from  only  six  sources. 
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Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 


Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

14,429=*= 

Persons 

47,000t 

Number  supplied  from  main : 

1.  Direct  

14,397 

46,896 

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

9 

22 

14,406 

46,918 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

23 

82 

* Supplied  by  BorougL  Treasurer.  + Estimate, 


Water  samples  takee  deriiig  1958 


Description 

of 

Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAM. 

CHEMICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Raw  Water — 
Marlowes  ... 

10 

10 

2 

2 

Piccotts  End 

63 

63 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Chlorinated 

136 

132 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies 

59 

30 

29 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

18 

18 

Main  Water  ... 


Total  Hardness : 23  to  26  parts  per  100,000 


MMijiiuimiim. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  Wood  Lane  End  sewer  was  completed  in  1958,  allowing  forty, 
houses  to  be  connected  to  main  drainage  for  the  first  time:  twenty-seven 
cesspools  and  eight  pail  closets  were  abolished.  A sewer  extension  in 
St.  Agnells  Lane  provided  for  the  connection  of  seven  dwellings  and  this 
enabled  main  water  supply  to  be  provided  to  two  houses  which  were 
formerly  without.  Sewer  extensions  in  various  other  parts  of  the  town 
were  completed  and  altogether  fifty  premises  were  connected  to  main 
drainage. 

The  Council  and  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
between  them  laid  3,516  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  8,731  yards  of  surface 
water  sewers. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  ou  the  Adimnistration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  .;.  ... 

163 

113 

17 

• — 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

1 a 

the  Local  Authority 

1 0 

1 J 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

44* 

91 

10 

_ 

TOTAL  

223 

217 

29 

— 

* Sites  of  Building  operations  and  works  of  Engineering  construction. 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  



1 

■ ■ 

, 

- . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

6 (5) 

1 (5) 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

12  (5) 

9 (4) 

— 

_ 2 

— 

TOTAL  

19  (10) 

12  (9) 

— 

2 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  Outworkers; 

78 
130 
5 


Making  wearing  apparel  

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper 
Miscellaneous  


Total 213 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Housing  Act 171 

Housing  Act  Survey 218 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Overcrowding  241 

Council  house  removals  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  40 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

Rivers  and  streams  47 

Drainage  and  cesspools  629 

Moveable  dwellings  81 

Canal  boats  27 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites  222 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls 39 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  99 

Petroleum  Acts  304 

Smoke  observations  and  boiler  house  visits  ...  ...  ...  47 

Demolitions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Interviews  915 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice 964 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice  1,313 

Flies  and  insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  871 

FOOD  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  112 

Food  shops  and  vans 279 

Bakehouses  8 

Licensed  premises  ...  40 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  68 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens 53 

Public  Market  foodstalls  204 

Watercress  beds  73 

Food  inspection  visits 164 

Food  and  drug  sampling  64 

Nuisances  Abated  : Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  1,271 

Moveable  dwellings 12 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  122 

Shops  (welfare)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Petroleum  35 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  witli 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.57 

1958 

1958 

31.12.58 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal 

62 

86 

97 

51 

Formal  

. . . — 

2 

1 

1 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Informal  (Repairs) 

36 

74 

38 

72 

Formal  (Repairs) 

6 

8 

12 

2 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal 

18 

10 

13 

15 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Informal 

12 

29 

26 

15 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal 

53 

79 

52 

80 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Informal 

13 

41 

18 

36 

200 

329 

257 

272 

HOUSING 

There  was  increased  activity  in  work  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
Twenty-nine  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  twenty-seven  houses 
were  demolished  or  closed.  Repair  Vv^ork,  mainly  carried  out  following 
service  of  informal  notices,  resulted  in  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  houses 
being  made  fit. 

New  house  construction  during  the  year  resulted  in  a total  of  763 
dwellings  being  completed,  569  by  the  Development  Corporation,  87  by 
the  Council  and  107  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“ During  the  year,  eighty-seven  new  properties  were  completed, 
mostly  houses,  with  a few  small  fiats  and  bungalows  for  old  people. 
This  was  little  over  half  the  number  completed  last  year,  but  by  using 
these  properties  and  a few  others  which  became  vacant  during  the  year 
and  by  transferring  existing  tenants  from  one  property  to  another,  it  was 
nevertheless  possible  to  house  one  hundred  and  twenty  applicants  from 
the  waiting  list,  and  fifty-nine  existing  tenants  were  rehoused  in  accom- 
modation more  suited  to  their  needs.  Twenty-four  of  the  applicants 
housed  were  from  unfit  properties  subject  to  demolition  or  closing  orders, 
which  is  more  than  in  any  previous  year.” 
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During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 
Enterprise 
* (estimated) 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

130* 

(b)  Cosnpleted  ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Prefabricated  . 

Nil 

— 

— 

Permanent  Brick  

87 

One,  two  and  three  bedroom 
dwellings. 

107 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.58  was  as 
follows : — ' 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.58  : 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Crabtree  Lane 

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfield  

174 

B els  wains  Estate  ... 

186 

Beechfield  Estate . . . 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairway  

40 

Stonelea  Road  

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

318 

Type 


Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3 -bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3 -bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 1, 2,  and  3-bedrooms, 
flats,  maisonettes  and  Old  People’s 
Bungalows. 
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(b)  Farticolars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.58  : 

V 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Adeyfield  5 A 

4 

Beechfield  Scheme  7 . 

12 

Highfield  Scheme  8... 

46 

Highfield  Scheme  9... 

40 

Highfield  Scheme  J 0 . 

87 

Wood  Lane  Temporary 
Bungalow  Site 

26 

Type 


Old  People’s  Bungalows 
One  bedroom  flats 

Old  People’s  Bungalows 

16  3-bedroom,  16  2-bedroom,  14  Old 
People’s  Bungalows 

One-bedroom  flats 

3-bedroom  houses 

24  2-bedroom,  2 - 3 -bedroom 


Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  end  of  1958  1 

Number  of  applicants  on  ivvaiting  list  for  Council  houses  (after 

annual  review  early  in  1959) 780 


I am  indebted  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town:- 

1.  Housing 

During  1958,  569  dwellings  were  completed,  comprising: — 

21  one- bedroom 
143  two-bedroom 
334  three-bedroom 
42  four-bedroom 
29  other 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  at  31st  December,  1958 
was  7,698. 

The  569  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  were  distributed  as 
follows: — 


Adeyfield 53 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chaulden ...  1 

Warners  End  30 

Gadebridge  461 

Town  Centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1958 
was: — 
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Adeyfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Bennetts  End  81 

Chaulden — 

Warners  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Gadebridge  538 

Town  Centre  63 

Counters  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 


Total  . . . 903 


Five  hundred  and  fifty-six  dwellings  were  newly  occupied  during 
the  year,  thus  bringing  the  number  of  newcomers  to  the  town  as  a 
result  of  the  Corporation’s  development  to  26,000. 

2,  Industry 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  33  new  factories,  with  a total  floor  space  of 
1,243,931  sq.  ft.  were  in  operation,  employing  in  all  5,500  people. 
Extensions  under  construction  at  that  date  had  a combined  floor  space 
of  227,191  sq.  ft. 


3.  Shops 

By  the  end  of  1958,  114  new  shops  had  been  built  in  the  town 
centre,  and  104  in  neighbourhood  shopping  centres.  At  the  same  time, 
thirty-seven  town  centre  and  nineteen  neighbourhood  shops  were  under 
construction. 

4.  Schools 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  one  Secondary  Grammar  and  two  Secondary 
Modern  Schools  and  eleven  Primary  School  Departments  had  been 
built  by  Hertfordshire  County  Council  during  the  course  of  New  Town 
development.  One  more  Primary  School  and  one  Secondary  Modern 
School  were  in  the  course  of  construction. 

The  number  of  children  of  age  5 — 15  years  in  Development 
Corporation  houses  at  the  end  of  1958  was  estimated  to  be  5,850 


5.  Other  Buildings 


Other  buildings  completed  during  1958  include  the  Church  of 
Fingland  Church  at  Bennetts  End  and  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Chaulden.  There  is  one  more  church  under  construction.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  the  new  Police  Station  in  the  town  centre  and  a permanent 
community  hall  at  Chaulden  were  both  completed,  while  the  new 
permanent  community  hall  at  Bennetts  End  was  nearing  completion. 

At  Gadebridge  and  at  Warners  End  temporary  community  halls 
had  been  erected. 

Another  public  house  at  Gadebridge,  the  “ Gade  and  Goose  ”,  is 
under  construction. 
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6.  General 


Gadebfidge  remains  the  only  neighbourhood  where,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  any  substantial  amount  of  building  was  being  carried  out. 

About  20,000  people  in  all  were  employed  in  the  town,  including 
the  older  industrial  area  and  service  industries. 

One  third  of  all  Development  Corporation  houses  let  have  gone  to 
workers  in  service  industries. 


Caravans 

A small  number  of  caravans  on  approved  sites  remain  occupied  : 
there  are  only  seven  which  have  remained  for  any  length  of  time,  and 
seven  which  are  occupied  by  employees  of  contractors  working  in  the 
town  and  their  stay  will  be  of  comparatively  short  duration.  These 
men  follow  their  employment  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  for  those 
who  are  married  a moveable  dwelling  is  the  only  means  by  which  they 
can  enjoy  normal  life. 


Canal  Boats 

Canal  boat  inspections  continued  and  a number  of  notices  were 
served  on  owners  to  remedy  defects  found.  The  very  restricted  space 
available  means  that  these  boats  can  never  provide  really  adequate 
living  accommodation. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  Hygiene 

A big  step  towards  hygienic  food  display  and  sale  in  the  open  air 
was  made  when  the  Council  adopted  the  resolution: — 

“ That  the  Council  agree  not  to  let  any  stall  in  the  market  for  the 
sale  of  open  food  as  defined  in  the  Food  Flygiene  Regulations  1955 
(whether  such  sale  is  subsidiary  or  not  to  the  trader’s  main  business) 
with  the  exception  of  eggs,  fruit  and  vegetables.” 

After  some  early  opposition  to  the  scheme,  the  market  traders 
quickly  made  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  insisted  that  all  wrapping  methods  were  to  be  approved  by 
him,  that  all  food  must  be  brought  to  the  market  ready  wrapped  and 
sealed  and  that  neither  wrapping  nor  seal  must  thereafter  be  interfered 
with  in  any  way.  Where  this  pre-wrapping  is  carried  out  in  premises 
not  in  the  borough,  inspectors  in  the  areas  concerned  have  been  asked 
to  inspect  and  report. 

Some  difficulties  are  being  experienced  in  relation  to  correct 
labelling  to  satisfy  both  the  Council  as  food  and  drugs  authority  and 
the  County  Council  as  weights  and  measures  authority,  but  there  is  close 
co-operation  by  the  officers  concerned  and  detailed  instructions  have 
been  prepared  and  issued  to  the  traders. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  appearance  of  the  stalls  has  been 
improved  and  really  effective  displays  result  from  a little  imagination 
on  the  part  of  the  traders.  The  public,  already  part  educated  in  the 
desirability  of  wrapped  foods  by  the  rapid  increase  in  self-service  shops, 
obviously  approves  of  the  change. 

Poor  quality  food  can  never  be  improved  by  wrapping  and  in  at 
least  one  case  a better  quality  article  is  now  being  sold. 

Retail  Food  Preoiises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1958,  was: — 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grocers  55 

Greengrocers  20 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade — not  included  above)  ...  30 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  ...  ...  ...  57 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cafes  30' 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc 39 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  290 
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Milk  Distribution 


The  seven  dairy  premises  and  the  various  retail  distributors  handle 
only  milk  which  is  bottled  in  other  districts.  One  dairy  farm  has  com- 
menced to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  bottled  on  the  farm. 


Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  slaughter-house  belonging  to  a 
butcher  in  adjoining  premises.  All  animals  killed  were  inspected. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  at  slaughterhouses : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed 



— 

32 

428 

1 

— 

Number  inspected  

— 

— 

32 

428 

1 

— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

2 

■ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

0.467 

— 

— 

No  cysticercosis  was  found 


Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  ITdisian  Coiisnmptiois 

Nineteen  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they  had 
purchased  was  not  fit.  They  include; — 

Insect  in  sliced  loaf  : Warning  letter  sent. 

Glass  in  milk  bottles  : Warning  letter  sent. 

Mould  in  meat  patty  : Warning  letter  sent. 

Queer  taste  in  bread  : Salt  omitted  in  error  at  bakery. 

Nail  in  butter  : Warning  letter  sent. 

Mould  in  swiss  rolls  : Stock  withdrawn. 

String  in  loaf  : From  a flour  sack. 

Fly  pupae  in  milk  bottle  : Warning  given. 

Glass  in  orange  squash  : Bottler  informed  and  warned. 

Poor  quality  fruit : Market  trader  warned. 
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Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  dealt  with: — 


Fresh  Meat  and  Offal  ... 

Tinned  Meat  

Fish  

Tins,  Jars  or  Packets  ... 
Other  goods  


582  lbs. 
798  lbs. 
159  lbs. 
747 
45  lbs. 


Samples  Taken 

(a)  MILK 


Designated  Milk — 

Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

Nil 

Nil 

9 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

11 

— 

4 

— 

(b)  ICE  CREAM 


Bacteriological  Examination 


No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Grades  I 

Remarks 

8 

8 

Taken  from  six 
different  manufacturers 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough. 


Food  and  Drags  Sampling 

The  101  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  included  28  formal 
samples.  Ffe  had  no  adverse  comments  to  make. 

At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  ten  samples  of  potatoes 
were  purchased  at  local  shops  and  stalls,  and  both  peel  and  flesh  were 
examined  for  arsenic  to  ascertain  whether  spraying  to  destroy  the 
haulms  had  affected  the  potatoes  themselves.  All  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 


PROSECUTIONS 

Four  successful  prosecutions  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

A multiple  store  of  fishmongers  pleaded  “ not  guilty  ” to  a charge 
of  selling  an  Icelandic  cod  cutlet  which  was  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion (section  8). 
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Fined  five  pounds  with  two  guineas  costs. 

The  wholesalers  who  supplied  a local  store  with  breakfast  oats 
infested  by  Mediterranean  Flour  Moth  accepted  responsibility  and 
pleaded  “ guilty  ” to  three  charges  that  the  oats  were: — 

Unfit  for  food  (section  8). 

Not  of  the  substance  demanded  (section  2). 

Not  of  the  nature  demanded  (section  2). 

Fined  two  pounds  on  each  count  with  five  guineas  costs. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

A market  trader  was  prosecuted  in  respect  of  offences  at  his  fish 
stall  which  occurred  prior  to  the  Council’s  wrapped  food  resolution. 
He  had  previously  been  v/arned  many  times.  He  was  found  “ guilty  ” 
and  fined  three  pounds  on  each  of  three  charges:— 

Not  having  his  name  and  address  displayed  (Regulation  26). 

Having  food  not  otherwise  adequately  protected  against 
contamination  lower  than  18  in.  from  the  ground  (Regula- 
tion 8(b)). 

Not  having  suitable  covered  receptacles  for  refuse  (Regulations 
27(l)(b)). 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 

A London  dairy  firm  pleaded  “ guilty  ” to  selling  milk  in  a dirty 
bottle  contrary  to  Regulation  26(1). 

Fined  five  pounds. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  

422 

3 

Nil 

Dysentery  

5 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

9 

4 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis (NP) 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  1 year ... 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 to  2 years  . 

— 

2 

— 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years  . 

— 

3 

— 

71 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 to  4 years  . 

1 

2 

— 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 to  5 years  . 

3 

5 

— 

106 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  10  years  . 

2 

7 

— 

104 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15  years  . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  years  . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  35  years  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

9 

— 

1 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45  to  65  years  . 

65  years  & over 

Age  unknown  . 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 

Notified  

8 

19 

2 

422 

5 

1 

9 

1 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1958  

219 

190 

19 

35 

Number  of  oases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

13 

16 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers- in,  etc.)  

32 

22 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

1 

__ 

_ 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons 

32 

21 

20 

10 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

231 

207 

10 

26 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

.. 

- 



1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

20 — 25  years  ... 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

5 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Totals  

13 

16 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,249  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1958  ...  13,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1958  4,294 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1958  £141,315 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1958/59  £558 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

110 

123 

233 

Illegitimate 

7 

— 

7 

Total  ...  117 

123 

240 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  18.0. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  18.0. 


STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

Total  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  24.4. 
DEATHS: 


Males,  56;  Females  68  124 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3 3 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  3 3 6 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


Ail  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


25.0 

25.8 

Nil 

25.0 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.07 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 0.07 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  1.01 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.02 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  0.07 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1958  was 
13,340  as  compared  with  13,050  at  mid-1957.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  116  compared 
with  74  for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.00  and  1.11  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution the  standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  240  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  29 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  18.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  six  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  two  on  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  24.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  18.6  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  21.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  124, 
a decrease  of  13  on  the  total  for  the  year  1957. 
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The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  12.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  1 1.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  25.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  4.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.5  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

3 

3 

6 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

1 

— 

1 

25 — 35  years 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

— 

2 

2 

45 — 55  years 

7 

4 

11 

55 — 65  years 

10 

6 

16 

65 — 70  years 

9 

2 

11 

70 — 75  years 

7 

6 

13 

75 — 80  years 

11 

13 

24 

80 — 85  years 

5 

16 

21 

85 — 90  years 

• . • • . . • • . 

2 

8 

10 

90  years  and  over  ... 

... 

1 

8 

9 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

56 

68 

124 
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Catises  o^  Death  in  1958 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— ' 

— ' 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— ■ 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— ■ 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— • 

— • 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

4 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

6 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

5 

7 

12 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

11 

19 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

9 

8 

17 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

3 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

11 

13 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

4 

2 

6 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

2 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis  

7 

3 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

_ 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   



31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

5 

9 

14 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

56 

68 

> 

124 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1958 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

1 

Prematurity 

3 

3 

3 

Respiratory  failure 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haem- 

orrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  mal- 

formation 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1958:  — 

Public  4 

Private  23  (13  unsatisfactory) 

The  unsatisfactory  private  supply  samples  mostly  arose  from  a 
storage  tank  (serving  several  premises)  which  required  cleansing. 

Main  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  as  respects  the  Southern 
Parishes  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company, 
and  as  respects  the  Northern  Parishes  by  a joint  Committee,  of  which 
the  Hemel  Hempstead  R.D.C.  and  the  Luton  R.D.C.  are  constituent 
members.  A small  area  in  both  North  and  South  comes  within  the 
Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Council’s  supply  area. 

There  are  still  a number  of  premises  with  private  supplies.  Whilst 
most  of  these  are  drawn  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  three  premises  are 
supplied  by  rain  water  and  there  are  a few  shallow  wells. 

All  main  water  supplied  in  the  area  is  of  excellent  bacterial  purity. 
No  restrictions  as  to  supply  have  been  imposed. 

Many  of  the  farms  in  the  Northern  Parishes  still  rely  upon  their 
own  private  supply,  but  when  their  pumps  fail  they  very  quickly  clamour 
to  be  connected  to  the  Council’s  main. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table; 
caravans  have  not  been  included  as  “ stand-pipe  supply  — 
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Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

2,670 

790 

2,598 

20 

72 

Flamstead  

1,200 

295 

870 

100 

330 

Flaunden  

200 

51 

167 

10 

33 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,020 

290 

948 

20 

72 

Kings  Langley  

4,520 

1,370 

4,520 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  

1,610 

475 

1,544 

20 

66 

Markyate  

2,810 

848 

2,795 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

14,030 

4,119 

13,442 

170 

573 

All  figures  are  estimated. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  parish  of  Kings  Langley  is  drained  in  large  part  to  the  Colne 
Valley  Sewerage  Board’s  trunk  sewer  passing  through  the  parish.  The 
Council’s  Hyde  Meadow  Estate  at  Bovingdon  is  drained  to  the  Aero- 
drome’s sewage  works  at  Shantock  Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon.  Markyate  is 
drained  to  a small  sewage  works  in  the  parish. 

During  the  year  work  was  practically  completed  on  the  sewage 
system  for  Great  Gaddesden  Village.  The  drainage  of  Flamstead  village 
remains  most  unsatisfactory. 

Night  Soil  Collection 

During  the  year  the  amount  of  work  involved  was  re-appraised: 


Parish 

No.  in  household 

P.  Houses 
Schools 
Extras 

Vacant 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

over  5 

Chipperfield 

24 

26 

33 

19 

8 

4 

5 

4 

123 

Bovingdon 

23 

40 

30 

20 

8 

16 

4 

9 

150 

Flamstead 

12 

46 

33 

42 

21 

12 

16 

— 

182 

Great  Gaddesden 

24 

42 

25 

31 

11 

5 

2 

140 

TOTALS  ... 

83 

154 

121 

112 

48 

37 

27 

13 

595 

It  was  clear  on  these  facts  that  over  the  last  10  years  something  like 
200  pail  closets  had  been  eliminated,  many  being  converted  privately  to 
W.C.s;  some  were  demolished  in  unfit  houses.  On  the  survey  figures  it 
was  agreed  to  empty  all  closets  served  by  4 or  more  people  twice  a week 
(instead  of  families  of  5 or  more  people  as  previously).  Significant  in 
the  figures  was  the  fact  that  83  people  occupied  houses  by  themselves. 
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In  certain  special  cases,  e.g.  Swedish  houses  at  Flamstead,  twice 
weekly  collection  is  given  in  all  cases.  At  present  595  pails  are  collected 
once  a week  and  an  additional  collection  is  given  in  230  premises. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

This  service  further  expanded  during  the  year  and  the  loads  removed 
over  the  past  few  years  are: 


1955  

1,832 

1956  

2,715 

1957  

3,012 

1958  

3,810 

One  free  service  (with  a maximum  of  2 loads)  is  given  free  in  each 
financial  year  period.  The  remainder  of  the  work  is  done  under  contract 
at  £1  per  load.  Two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  1,100  gallon  tankers  are 
used.  One  Dennis  800  gallon  tank  is  used  for  reserve  and  for  night  soil 
collection.  There  are  approximately  1,200  cesspools  in  the  district,  of 
which  705  have  regular  attention. 

Disposal  is  into  lagoons  at  Markyate  Sewage  Works,  into  the  Colne 
Valley  Trunk  Sewer  and  on  land  at  Shantock  Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon. 
The  volume  of  the  liquid  which  has  to  be  disposed  of  is  tremendous  and 
now  reaches  the  staggering  figure  of  over  4 million  gallons  of  concen- 
trated sewage  a year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Labour  supply  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

The  Council  own  three  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  vehicles  of  the  latest 
design.  Collection  is  carried  out  in  the  Northern  Parishes  and  the  rural 
parts  of  Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  once  a fortnight  and  for  the  remainder 
of  the  district  twice  every  three  weeks.  Disposal  is  to  the  Council’s  tip 
at  Delmer  End  Lane,  Flamstead,  and  to  the  tip  adjoining  the  Council’s 
depot  at  Nash  Mills  Lane,  Kings  Langley.  At  this  latter  tip  serious  com- 
plaints of  fly  infestation  were  received  during  the  summer  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  fall  back  on  the  old  refuse  tip  at  Bulstrode  Lane, 
Bovingdon. 

The  disposal  of  refuse,  especially  for  the  Southern  Parishes,  is  a 
matter  of  concern  and  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  obtain  a suitable 
tip,  v/hich,  v/hilst  reasonably  accessible  from  areas  of  collection,  is 
situated  sufficiently  far  from  houses  to  prevent  complaints  arising. 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  use  of  a Bristol  Angledozer,  which 
is  transported  from  site  to  site  on  a trailer  towed  by  one  of  the  refuse 
vehicles.  This  machine  is  hardly  big  enough  to  deal  with  the  problem, 
but  was  the  best  of  its  type  available  when  bought. 

It  is  ironical  to  find  most  adjoining  local  authorities  being  compelled 
to  adopt  some  method  of  bonus  payment  for  the  work  of  refuse  collec- 
tion; this  authority  has  done  so  for  several  years. 

Council  Depot 

This  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  depot  at  Nash  Mills 
Lane,  Kings  Langley.  Here,  garage  accommodation,  a small  workshop, 
office  and  stores  are  all  conveniently  located  and  well  housed  and  have 
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greatly  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  services.  By  use  of  the 
best  and  most  modern  mechanical  aids  and  machinery,  the  total  number 
of  men  employed  on  night  soil  collection  and  refuse  collection  and  dis- 
posal is  two  less  than  in  1949,  whilst  the  increase  of  population  has  been 
approximately  40%. 


ROOENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
withdrew  their  contract  service  to  farmers.  The  effect  of  this  action  was 
to  encourage  the  operators  previously  employed  by  the  Ministry  to  go 
into  business  on  their  own  account.  Whether,  in  fact,  the  arrangement 
will  be  long  lasting  appears  to  be  doubtful. 

Number  of  contracts  in  force,  31st  December,  1958  ...  23 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 48 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  321 

The  installations  belonging  to  the  authority  (2  refuse  tips,  2 cesspool 
disposal  areas  and  2 sewage  works)  are  carefully  inspected  at  monthly 
intervals;  no  serious  rat  infestation  has  been  allowed  to  appear. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Adinlnistration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

7 

3 

fii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

74 

125 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Seciion  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

8 

15 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

89 

143 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found:  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR 

Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 416 

Infectious  Diseases  3 

Water  Supply  26 

Drainage  78 

Sites  of  Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Public  cleansing  (including  disposal) 57 

Schools 13 

Miscellaneous 63 

Interviews  148 

Petroleum  storage  18 

FOOD  premises: 

Licensed  Premises  38 

Bakehouses  8 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses 119 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  canteens  13 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  food  premises 30 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 

31.12.57  1958  1958  31.12.58 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  Nil  4 3 1 

Informal  10  173  171  12 


Total  ...  10  177  174  13 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ..;  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dangerous  structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Houses  with  defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  2 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

General  dampness  13 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  1958,  36  premises  were  made  subject  to  Demolition 
Orders,  Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings.  Eight  Certificates  of  Dis- 
repair were  granted  under  the  Rent  Act  1957.  The  complicated  system 
of  notices,  counter  notices  and  appeals  set  out  in  the  1957  Rent  Act  is 
not  understood  by  the  occupiers  of  rented  houses,  but  surprisingly 
enough,  little  real  difficulty  has  arisen. 


During  the  year  a drive  on  the  demolition  of  condemned  and 
derelict  houses  was  made,  particularly  at  Markyate.  The  legal  problems 
associated  with  such  demolition  were  receiving  attention  towards  the 
end  of  the  year. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

34 

3-bedroom  (20)  and  2-bedroom 
(6)  houses;  1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

77 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

67 

3 -bed  room  (27)  and  2-bedroom 
(16),  2-bedroom  flats  (16)  and 

I -bedroom  flats  (8) 

62 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.58  was 
as  follows:  — 
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(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.58; 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Markyatc : 

Buckwood  Road  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary 

Buckwood  Road  

11 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Home  Farm  Estate 

56 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Parkfield  

30 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses;  1 -bedroom 
flats 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour(12) 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1 -bedroom  flats 

Edmund  Estate  

60 

3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 

Flamstead  

53 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 

Chipperfield  : 

ber,  3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

Nunfield  

36 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room flats 

Croft  Estate  

10 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows  

129 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Old  Dean  

36 

2~bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  

30 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Gaddesden  Row : 

Jockey  End  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Flaunden  

6 

(b)  Farticelars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.58; 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No, 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Chipperfield  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses 

14 

4 

Markyate  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and 

1- bedroom  flats 

14 

Great  Gaddesden  

6 

3-bedroom  houses 

6 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.58: 


Proposed 

Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Chipperfield  

10 

3-bedroom  houses 

Markyate  

12 

3-bedroom  houses 

Kings  Langley 

10 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  the  end  of  1958  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1958  ...  125 


Caravans 

The  Council  granted  temporary  licences  for  44  caravans  to  be  used 
in  connection  v/ith  the  construction  of  the  London-Birmingham  Trunk 
Road.  Neither  of  the  temporary  sites  proved  conspicuously  satisfactory, 
and  the  Council  still  feels  that  this  form  of  housing  remains  essentially 
sub-standard. 

The  exceptionally  wet  year  reduced  most  caravan  sites  to  a sea  of 
mud,  made  worse  by  vehicles  traversing  the  areas. 

Number  of  caravans  licensed  31  /1 2/58: 

On  sites  of  more  than  one  moveable  dwelling  ...  ...  88 

As  individual  moveable  dwellings  ...  33 


Total  ...  121 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Prodiictsoii  and  Distribution 


REGISTER 

Number  of  dairies  registered  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  2 

Number  of  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  6 

Number  of  supplementary  pasteurised  licences  4 

Number  of  supplementary  sterilised  licences  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Most  of  the 
meat  slaughtered  is  inspected  after  office  hours,  and  at  least  half  of  it  is 
“ exported  ”,  mainly  to  Hemel  Hempstead  Town. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

94 

1 

140 

686 

Number  inspected  

92 

— 

— 

69 

645 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
AND  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

23 

_ 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

25 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

2 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

0.6 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  now  6 bakehouses  in  the  district.  There  has  been  a 
revival  of  the  bread-baking  trade  in  the  villages. 

There  are  3 fish-frying  premises,  and  23  cafes  and  restaurants.  The 
latter  can  be  divided  into  three  main  divisions,  those  serving  as  trans- 
port workers’  restaurants,  the  more  superior  restaurant,  and  premises 
serving  teas  and  light  refreshments.  Many  of  the  licensed  premises  also 
serve  meals. 

There  are  38  licensed  premises.  During  the  year  one  new  public 
house  came  into  use,  its  predecessor  being  demolished.  Improvements 
sponsored  by  the  department  took  place  in  four  licensed  premises. 

There  are:  11  Butchers’  shops. 

26  Grocers’  shops. 

4 Greengrocers’  shops. 

33  Premises  licensed  to  sell  ice-cream. 
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FOODSTUFFS  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

13x4  lb.  tins  luncheon  meat. 

1x6  lb.  tin  corned  beef. 

2x2  lb.  tins  ham. 

I X 6j  lb.  tin  sliced  peaches. 

1x2  lb.  tin  pineapple  jam. 

1x7  oz.  tin  pork  luneheon  meat. 

8 X 19  oz.  tins  grapefruit  juice. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  cases  of  Infectiosis  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

62 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1958  

51 

34 

17 

13 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

3 

1 

• 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e,  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

2 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

1 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

. 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons 

9 

7 

9 

9 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

46 

29 

8 

5 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female  s 

0 — 1 years  ... 

- 

- - 

- 

--  — 

nr  , 1 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"""  ■ 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

•— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

■ 

— 

■ 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals  

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERJCHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  1,982  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1958  ...  12,200 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1958  3,933 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1958  £199,813 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1958/59  £824 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

111 

86 

197 

. . . 

5 

8 

13 

Total  ... 

116 

94 

210 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.2. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.7. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3 5 8 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 


Total  ...  4 5 9 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  41.1, 
DEATHS: 

Males  68,  Females  49  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  


117 

9.6 

9.4 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3 3 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  3 3 6 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ... 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
Cancer  ... 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 
but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age) 


28.6 

30.5 

Nil 

23.8 


0.08 

0.08 

1.64 

1.23 

0.08 

Nil 

Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid- 1 958 
was  12,200  as  compared  with  12,010  at  mid- 1957.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  93. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  1.03  and  0.98  respectively.  The  close 
approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of 
your  district  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  210  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  10 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers  nine  still  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  seven  over  the  previous  year.  The  still 
birth  rate  was  41.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  9.9 
for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  1 17  (68 
males,  49  females),  a decrease  of  2 on  the  total  for  the  year  1957. 
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The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  9.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System,  Respiratory  Diseases,  and  Cancer. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  28.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  35.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.5  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

3 

3 

6 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years 

— 

— . 

— 

1 5 — 20  years 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

3 

— 

3 

25—35  years 

1 

2 

3 

35 — 45  years 

— • 

2 

2 

45 — 55  years 

3 

3 

6 

55 — 65  years 

12 

4 

16 

65 — 70  years 

7 

5 

12 

70 — 75  years 

20 

1 

21 

75 — 80  years 

6 

7 

13 

80 — 85  years 

10 

13 

23 

85 — 90  years 

1 

7 

8 

90  years  and  over 

2 

2 

4 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  68 

49 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1958 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

■■ 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 





4. 

Diphtheria  

— 



- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

- — 

— 

. 

8. 

Measles  

— 

_ 



9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

— 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

6 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

12 

22 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

13 

1 

14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

— 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

7 

7 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

4 

5 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 



23. 

Pneumonia  

4 

3 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis  

10 

3 

13 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

8 

7 

15 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

2 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

*'■  — 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

68 

49 
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lofaet  Mortality  isi  1958 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

1 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

1 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

i 

Prematurity 

4 

4 

4 

Respiratory 

failure  

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

i 

1 

TOTALS  

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Public  Health  Department  suffered  a grievous  loss  by  the  death 
in  May  of  this  year,  after  a long  illness,  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Brogan,  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector.  The  Town  knew  him  as  a kindly,  courteous 
man,  keen  in  the  prosecution  of  his  duties  and  yet  ever  considerate  and 
mindful  of  the  interests  of  others.  He  served  faithfully  the  Council  and 
townsfolk  alike  and  was  to  me  a loyal  colleague  whose  advice  and 
friendship  I valued. 

I gladly  acknowledge  the  help  given  to  the  Health  Department  by 
Mr.  R.  E.  Hulse,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  his  staff  during  Mr. 
Brogan’s  long  illness  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  Birch,  the  Acting 
Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  work  in  compiling  the  following  report. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  area  of  the  Urban  District 
are  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

The  quantity  of  supply  is  sufficient  and  the  quality  of  the  water 
continues  to  maintain  a high  level  of  purity. 

The  Urban  District  Council  submits  regular  samples  for  bacterio- 
logical examination;  these  are  taken  after  chlorination  of  the  supply. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo-solvent  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 
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Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

12,200 

3,929 

12,195 

4 

5 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particolars  on  tlie  Adisimistation  o£  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

3 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

57 

41 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

60 

42 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

1 

— 

1 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  2 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUELIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Complaints 

Complaints  received  174 

Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts  250 

Infectious  diseases  8 

Factories  42 

Drainage  inspections 58 

Swimming  pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Interviews  689 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 

Rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,419 

FOOD  premises: 

Dairies  and  milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Market  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fried  and  wet  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

SAMPLING : 

Water — bacteriological  11 

Bath  Water — bacteriological 11 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  vt^ith 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 
31.12.57  1958  1958  31.12.58 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  5 16  15  6 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  14  48  39  23 

19  64  54  29 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Choked  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

W.C.  fittings  repaired 2 

Chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Rats  and  mice  

Wasps  

Miscellaneous 

Premises  treated  for  woodworm 


164 

12 

10 

19 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 


Houses  disinfected  after  disease 

Houses  treated  for  vermin  and  household  pests 

Loads  of  bedding  steam-treated  


Nil 

3 

1 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 


One  premises  is  registered  under  the  above  Act.  Very  little  flock  is 
used  or  stored  and  no  sample  was  taken. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


One  common  lodging  house  is  registered  with  the  Local  Authority. 
The  premises  have  been  on  the  register  for  many  years  and  is  reasonably 
maintained  and  well  kept.  The  common  lodging  house  at  the  Black 
Horse,  High  Street,  was  closed  down  during  the  year  to  allow  for 
structural  improvements  to  the  licensed  premises. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


One  premises  only  is  registered  and  conditions  of  the  Act  are 
observed. 


HOUSING 


A start  was  made  on  the  Northchurch  2,  3 and  4 and  the  River 
Terrace  Clearance  areas  which  involved  20  houses.  These  were  repre- 
sented to  the  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Eight  houses  were 
demolished.  Twelve  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented  under 
Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Twenty-one  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  following  sum.mary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  E. 
Hulse:  — 

“ No  new  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  but  during 
1958,  the  development  of  roads  and  sewers  at  Westfield  Estate  was 
completed. 

A contract  was  let  for  the  erection  of  80  dwellings  of  various  types 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  these  were  all  under  construction. 
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In  the  light  of  the  recent  Government  relaxation  on  expenditure  for 
capital  works,  it  is  anticipated  that  tenders  will  be  invited  for  a further 
106  dwellings,  and  2 shops  with  flats  over. 

During  the  year  private  developers  have  completed  96  dwellings,” 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  ComMenced  only ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

80 

3-bedroom  (28)  2-bedroom 
(42),  Old  People’s  dwellings 
and  flats  (10) 

114 

(b)  Coasipleted  ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

96 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.58  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  o£  Sebemes  completed  since  1 J«45  op  to  31,12.58: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate..... 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  Tbedroom; 

2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  I)... 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

(b)  Partic'olars  of  Schemas  commenced  bot  not  completed  at  31.12.58: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2) 

80 

3 and  2-bedroomed 
houses;  Old  Persons’ 
Bungalows;  and  Flats 

80 

Nil 
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Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 


made  at  31.12.58: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3) 

108 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2 persons’ 
flats,  Old  People’s  dwellings  and  2 shops 
with  flats  over 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Authority  at  31.12.58  Nil 
Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1958  ...  485 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year: — 

Dealer’s  licence  for  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dealer’s  licence  for  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  ...  3 

Dealer’s  licence  for  sale  of  Sterilised  milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  dairy  premises  in  the  district  3 

There  are  no  bottling  or  pasteurising  depots  within  the  area  and 
generally  the  dairy  premises  are  merely  distribution  depots  for  bottled 
milk  which  is  brought  in  from  other  areas. 

Ice  Cream 

Eighteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream.  The 
ice  cream  sold  is  pre-packed  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary 
brands. 

One  premises  only  is  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  and, 
although  small,  the  factory  with  its  modern  equipment  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  hygiene  and  efficiency. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Two  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  by  the  Council.  Only  one  is  in 
regular  use. 

Both  slaughterhouses  are  reasonably  well  maintained  and  no  nuis- 
ance has  arisen  in  connection  with  their  use.  All  carcases  are  subject  to 
post-mortem  examination.  Condemned  meat  and  otfal  continues  to  be 
disposed  of  by  incineration.  Unsound  tinned  food  is  disposed  of  at  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
district  during  1958:  — 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

235 

5 

46 

549 

380 

— 

Number  inspected  

235 

5 

46 

549 

380 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis AND  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

16 

1 

3 

18 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

6.8 

20 

4.35 

.93 

4.7 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

5 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

1.64 

— 

— 

— 

1.3 

• — 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

FoodstuUs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Tins,  jars  and  packets  1,250 

Tinned  Meat  ...  194  lbs. 

Fresh  Meat  and  Olfal 702J  lbs. 

Poultry  12J  lbs. 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31.12.58 

Butchers  ...  12 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  4 

Grocers  23 

Greengrocers 8 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  8 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets) 10 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences) 20 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  4 

Cafes,  snackbars  and  tearooms  11 

School  meals  service  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Works  canteen  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Number  of  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  and  the  Number  of  Dairies  Registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Sausage-making,  etc 12 

Sale  of  ice  cream  18 

Dairies  3 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

I Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

1 

Erysipelas 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Under  1 year  

-- 



1 

. 

_ 

1 

1 — ■ 2 years  

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3—4  „ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4—5  „ 

1 

X 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

■"  ““ 

• 

' 

- 

' ■ 

Total  Cases  Notified  . 

8 

3 

17 

2 

2 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1958  

40 

46 

6 

10 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

5 

5 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

1 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

- 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons  

11 

6 

2 

3 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

36 

44 

4 

7 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

55—65 

65 & upwards  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aid  bury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham  which  comprises  an  area  of 
17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1958 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 
31st  December,  1958  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1958 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1958/59  

2,  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  54  55  109 

Illegitimate  3 14 

Total  ...  57  56  113 


6,320 

1,878 

£71,604 

£283 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 17.9. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 17.6. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  ...  1 1 2 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  17.4. 
DEATHS: 


Males  34,  Females  34  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  


68 

10.8 

10.5 

Nil 

0.00 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE; 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  — 1 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  — 1 1 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  8.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  9.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.9 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULA710N  FROM: 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.00 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  1.42 

Cancer  2.06 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.00 

Death  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1958 
was  6,320  as  compared  with  6,250  at  mid- 1957.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  45. 


Comparability  Factors 


Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  0.98 
and  0.97  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that 
your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  113,  an  increase 
of  38  as  compared  with  1957. 
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The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.4  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  two  still-births  were  registered 
during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  17.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births  as  compared  with  38.5  in  the  previous  year  and  with  21.6  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  68  (males  34, 
females  34),  an  increase  of  nine  on  the  total  for  the  year  1957. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  9.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were  : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  8.9  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  40.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  22.5  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  8.9  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

•••  ••• 

— 

1 

1 

1 — 5 years 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  years 

— • 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 25  years 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  years 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

— 

1 

1 

45 — 55  years 

2 

1 

3 

55 — 65  years 

8 

4 

12 

65 — 70  years 

3 

4 

7 

70 — 75  years 

3 

5 

8 

75 — 80  years 

7 

7 

14 

80 — 85  years 

6 

7 

13 

85 — 90  years 

1 

2 

3 

90  years  and  over  ... 

... 

3 

2 

5 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

34 

34 

68 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1958 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

* 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

. 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— ■■■ 



— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 

1 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— — 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

4 

1 

5 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

4 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

6 

9 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

4 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

3 

7 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

4 

6 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

3 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis  

2 

1 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tlOD  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

2 

3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

34 

34 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham,  Wigginton  and  Aldbury 
receive  main  water  supplies  from  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End,  Northchurch  (in  part)  and  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Margarets  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Negotiations  were  continued  with  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company  for  a main  supply  to  Frithsden  and  Nettleden. 
The  estimate  of  cost,  in  the  sum  of  £4,240,  was  considered  unreasonably 
high  having  regard  to  the  possible  income  and  the  long  run  of  “ dead 
main  ” which  such  extension  would  involve.  Further  negotiations  were 
confined  to  supply  from  the  terminus  of  the  main  near  the  Bede  Houses, 
Frithsden  and  thence  to  the  Alford  Arms  and  all  other  properties  in 
the  hamlet  of  Frithsden.  Instructions  to  proceed  with  the  work  at  a 
cost  of  £1,445  were  given  to  the  Water  Company  in  July,  1958  and  the 
work  has  since  been  completed,  the  Council  entering  into  an  agreement 
in  accordance  with  Section  36  of  the  Water  Act,  1945. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  either  of  the 
supplies  and  no  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

860 

278 

860 

_ 

Little  Gaddesden  

1,394 

319 

1,394 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 

End)  

1,070 

322 

987 

— 

__ 

Northchurch  

996 

288 

996 

— 

— 

Puttenham  

100 

35 

100 

— 

— 

Tring  Rural  

738 

211 

700 

12 

38 

Wigginton  

1,000 

312 

1,000 

— 

— 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  swimming  bath  at  the  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  is  the  only 
publicly  used  bath  in  the  district.  Chlorination  of  the  water  is  effected 
by  a Wallace  and  Tiernan  break-point  chlorinator  and  monthly  samples 
showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  bath  continues  to  be  used  by  the  schools  enumerated  in  my 
previous  report. 
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Bye-laws  under  Section  233  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with 
respect  to  swimming  baths  have  been  in  force  in  the  district  since  1953. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Further  work  in  the  preparation  of  the  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the 
village  of  Potten  End  was  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor  during  the  year. 
A draft  scheme,  with  particular  reference  to  the  entry  of  the  proposed 
sewer  into  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council’s  main  sewer  was 
deposited  with  that  Authority  in  October,  1958,  and  other  relevant 
inform.ation  was  furnished.  In  March,  1959,  the  Urban  District  Council 
expressed  their  disagreement  on  the  question  of  the  point  of  discharge. 

In  view  of  the  amount  of  work  involved  in  the  preparation  and 
completion  of  the  scheme,  and  having  regard  to  the  need  for  main 
sewerage  in  other  parishes,  the  Council  resolved  in  April,  1959,  to 
engage  Messrs.  D.  Balfour  and  Sons,  Consulting  Engineers,  to  prepare 
the  scheme  for  Potten  End  and  to  survey  the  remainder  of  the  district 
and  report  generally  on  possible  schemes. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  cesspool  emptying  service,  first  instituted  in  1951,  and 
augmented  by  the  purchase  of  a second  machine  in  1955  continues  to 
be  in  great  demand  and  occasional  delay  in  dealing  with  private 
cesspools  still  arises.  This  is  contributed  to  largely  by  the  time  taken 
in  emptying  cesspools  on  Council  housing  estates  throughout  the  district. 
In  addition  regular  visits  are  made  to  the  Bucks  Water  Pumping 
Station  and  Lief  s Nature  Cure  Resort  at  Champneys.  The  total  number 
of  private  cesspools  emptied  during  the  period  1st  October,  1957  to 
30th  September,  1958,  was  965  and  visits  to  cesspools  on  Council  hous- 
ing estates  numbered  452. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A satisfactory  scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  in  the 
district.  Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  and  disposed  of  in  disused  clay 
excavations  at  Outwood  Kiln,  Aldbury.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  the  Rural  District  Council  were  considering  the  replacement  of 
the  refuse  collecting  vehicle,  which  had  been  in  service  for  seven  years, 
and  purchasing  a modern  vehicle  of  larger  capacity. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

8 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

_ 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

10 

7 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  4 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other  paper  receptacles  1 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts 189 

Housing  Acts  31 

Overcrowding  2 

Infectious  diseases  ...  — 

Complaints  investigated  92 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  116 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 15 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  4 

Work  in  progress  ...  507 

Cesspools  55 

Licensed  premises  6 

Rivers  and  streams  12 
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FOOD  premises: 


Bakehouses  1 

Cowsheds  and  dairies — 

Food  stores  22 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Formal  ... 
Informal 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.57 

1958 

1958 

31.12.58 

2 

2 

3 

1 

6 

15 

18 

3 

8 

17 

21 

4 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Houses  

Drainage  and  cesspools 
Cesspools  emptied  ... 
Water  closets 


19 

53 

1,417 

6 


HOUSING 

In  my  last  report  I expressed  regret  at  the  fact  that  no  Council 
houses  had  been  erected  during  the  year  1957.  1958  must  also  be 
recorded  as  a year  of  inactivity  under  this  heading.  Planning  consent 
to  the  erection  of  six  one-bedroom  bungalows  for  old  persons  on  land 
off  Vicarage  Road,  Potten  End,  forming  part  of  the  Vicarage  Road  and 
Hedgeside  Estate,  was  received  in  November,  1958,  and  the  preparation 
of  detailed  drawings  is  proceeding. 

Consideration  of  the  planning  application  in  respect  of  land  at 
Trooper  Road,  Aldbury,  for  the  erection  of  Council  houses  has  been 
delayed  due  to  negotiations  with  Benskins  (Watford)  Brewery  Ltd.; 
regarding  the  remainder  of  the  land  and  the  future  development  of  the 
area  immediately  surrounding  the  Valiant  Trooper. 

Eight  applications  in  respect  of  eleven  properties  were  received  for 
improvement  grants  during  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

53 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

33 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.58  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  comoleted  since  1J.45  up  to 
3L12.58: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroo'm 

Fieldway  

8 

3-bedroom 

Chesham  Road  

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  

4 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfieid 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

3-bedroom 

Main  Street  

2 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Little  Gaddesden; 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3-bedroom 

Long  Marston: 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  

18 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  2-bedroom 

Northchurch ; 

bungalows 

Dudswell  

3-bedroom 

Potten  End: 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 

made  at  31.12.58: 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Long  Marston  

6 

1-bedroom  bungalows 

Potten  End  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Aldbury  

4 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1958  (approx.):  70. 
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Caravans 


There  are  two  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District.  One  of 
these  sites  is  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition  due,  in  the  main,  to 
site  rules  compiled  by  the  owner  and  enforced  by  him.  The  second 
licensed  site  is  far  from  satisfactory  from  a public  health  point  of  view 
and  the  necessary  action  will  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions. 

One  site  at  Wigginton  which  has  been  in  existence  some  years  has 
been  licensed,  subject  to  conditions  relating  to  the  provision  of  satis- 
factory sanitary  accommodation,  piped  water  supply,  access  road,  etc., 
and  the  work  had  commenced  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  follows:  — 

Cowkeeper/Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  the  district)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  use  at  Long  Marston.  The 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958,  which  come  into  force  on 
the  1st  January,  1959,  lay  down  standards  required  in  the  construction 
of  slaughterhouses  and  requirements  as  to  equipment  and  hygiene 
practices.  The  slaughter-houses  referred  to  above  will  need  to  be  im- 
proved considerably  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

110 

— 

55 

500 

1.50 

— 

Number  inspected  

65 

— 

24 

219 

68 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis AND  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

6 

6 

8 

— - 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

9.2 

2.85 

11.8 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

4.6 

— 

— ■ 

— 

5.7 

— 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 
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One  condemnation  of  unsound  food  other  than  butcher’s  meat  was 
made  during  the  year. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  continue  to  use 
their  Buffer  Depot  near  Tring  Station  but  no  condemnation  certificates 
were  issued  in  respect  of  food  stored  at  the  Depot. 


Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  21.  The  premises  generally  are  maintained  in  good  condition.  No 
complaints  of  unsound  or  inferior  goods  were  received  and  no  action 
was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  ol  Infections  Diseases  notified  doring  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Flospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Typhoid  Fever 

Under  1 year  

2 

. . . 

— 

1 — 2 years  

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2—  3 „ 

1 

1 



— 

...... 

3—4  „ 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

4-5  „ 

1 

1 

10 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

1 

3 

17 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 35  ,,  

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  



..... 





45—65  r 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

— 

■ 

■* 

■ ' 

■■ 

Total  Cases  Notified  

2 

11 

42 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Miles 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1958  

16 

19 

2 

8 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 

3 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

(a)  Died  of  the  disease  . 

1 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons 

4 

— 

3 

5 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

15 

23 

3 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non  - Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

■ 

— 

- 

■ 

■' 

Totals  

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  Geiieral  Statistics 


Area  ...  4,407  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid-1958  ...  5,380 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1958  1,763 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1958  £57,098 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1958/59  £227 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

36 

30 

66 

. . . 

1 

2 

3 

Total  ... 

37 

32 

69 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  12.8. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 13.4. 

STILL-BIRTHS  Nil 

deaths:' 

Males  27,  Females  30  57 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  8.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


14.5 

15.2 

Nil 

14.5 
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DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  PROM: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  0.00 

Cancer 1.67 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  0.00 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  Nil 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Popuilatioii 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1958  was 
5,380  as  compared  with  5,360  at  mid- 1957.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  12. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  1.05  and  0.83  respectively.  The  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates 
which  are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other 
districts  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for 
such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of 
area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group 
components.  The  fact  that  the  birth  factor  is  above  unity  and  the  death 
factor  well  below  unity  indicates  that  your  district  has  a greater  pro- 
portion of  the  older  age  groups  in  its  population  than  has  the  country  as 
a whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  69  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  a 
decrease  of  8 over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  13.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  15.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.4  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

There  were  no  Still-Births  during  the  year. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  District  was  57,  an 
increase  of  3 on  the  total  for  the  year  1957. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  8.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  and  Vas- 
cular lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  14.5  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  22.5  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  infant  deaths  in  the 
District  in  1957. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

•••  ••• 

1 

— 

1 

1 — 5 years 

— 

2 

2 

5 — 10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

1 

— 

1 

45 — 55  years 

2 

1 

3 

55 — ’65  years 

4 

— 

4 

65 — 70  years 

2 

4 

6 

70 — 75  years 

4 

2 

6 

75 — 80  years 

7 

8 

15 

80 — 85  years 

4 

8 

12 

85 — 90  years 

1 

5 

6 

90  years  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

27 

30 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1958 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

- 

, 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

, — 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— ■ 

— 

■ — 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— • 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

2 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

1 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

3 

7 

10 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

7 

4 

11 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

6 

10 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

2 

3 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

' — 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

_ 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

'Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

— 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

2 

3 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

~ 

34. 

All  Other  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

■ 

■■ 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

27 

30 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  may  be  derived 
from  three  sources:  viz.  Dancers  End  Pumping  Station,  New  Ground 
Pumping  Station,  Hawridge  Pumping  Station.  The  supply  is  chlorinated 
before  lime  softening  and  has  been  satisfactory  as  to  both  quantity  and 
quality. 

Both  rain  water  and  water  going  into  supply  has  been  examined  at 
fortnightly  intervals  as  has  water  taken  from  consumer  taps. 

Of  76  samples  taken  from  the  three  sources  of  supply,  74  were  free 
from  coliform  bacteria  in  100  mis.  and  2 contained  non-faecal  type  coli- 
forms  to  the  extent  of  2 per  100  mis. 

156  samples  of  water  going  to  supply  and  from  consumer  taps  were 
examined  and  ail  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria  in  100  mis. 

The  water  is  non-plumbo-solvent. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5,380 

1,773 

5,380 

— 

— 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sanitation 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  remains  unchanged.  Disposal  of  the 
sewage  is  by  broad  irrigation. 

Refese  Collection 

Refuse  collection  for  domestic  premises  is  on  a weekly  basis.  The 
refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  a neighbouring  Authority  and  a charge 
made  to  the  owners  of  the  properties. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Adiniiiistration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

16 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

36 

21 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

2 

5 

TOTAL  

49 

42 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  4 

Total  ...  4 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  made 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Housing  Acts  

Rent  Acts  

Infectious  diseases  

Council  house  inspections  ... 
Drainage  inspections  and  tests 

Building  byelaws  

Sewage  disposal  

Refuse  collection  

Caravans  

Rodent  Control  


33 

351 

6 

2 

720 

343 

255 

18 

60 

3 

2 


MEAT  AND  FOODS: 

Slaughterhouses 
Food  premises  ... 


102 

45 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

3 bedroom,  non-parlour 

26 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

Nil 

— 

33 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.58  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31.12.58: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  

28 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  conunenced  but  not  completed  at  31.12.58: 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Number 

Numbea 

Houses 

Commenced 

Completed 

Goldfield  Estate  

12 

3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

12 

— 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Local  Authority  at 

31.12.58  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  72 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 

Fish  shops  

Fried  fish  shops  ...  

Meat  shops 

Greengrocers  

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery  ... 
Bakers  and  confectioners  ...  


1 

1 

8 

6 

27 

4 


2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Ice  cream  premises 11 

Preserved  food  premises  8 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations  1949  5 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 45 

4.  No  new  educational  activity  occurred  during  the  year. 

5.  All  condemned  food,  excluding  meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses, 
is  buried  at  the  refuse  tip. 


6.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947-52 — no  ice  cream  is 
manufactured  in  the  area. 


7,  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56 — a good  standard  of  hygiene  is 
maintained  in  the  food  shops. 


Meat  Inspection 


During  the  year,  meat  has  been  inspected  at  the  two  slaughterhouses 
by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Tring  Meat  Supplies 
Ltd.  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
District  during  1958: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

2,841 

676 

1,976 

2,847 

1,363 

Nil 

Number  inspected  

2,841 

676 

1,976 

2,847 

1,363 

Nil 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

3 

1 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

43 

0 

4 

67 

23 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

1 

12.22 

.25 

2.39 

1.90 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

2: 

>7 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

1 

7.39 

— 

— 

.37 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

4 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

4 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

AdiniUed 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

63 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

2 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

11 

2—3  „ 

— 

— • 

5 

3—4  

— 

— 

11 

4—5  „ 

— 

— 

13 

5—10  „ 

2 

1 

19 

10—15  „ 

— 

— ■ 

2 

15—20  „ 

— 

— • 

— 

20—35  „ 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over  

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  notified  

3 

1 

63 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1958 

12 

5 

5 

4 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register: 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

1 

1 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

. 

_ 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons  

2 

2 

3 

2 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

4 

2 

2 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

_ 

. 

- 

— 

- 

1—  5 „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

25—35  „ 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  „ 

— 

, — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

•MM 

■ 

Totals  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Dacorum  Division 


comprised  of 

The  Borough  of  Kernel  Hempstead 
The  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring 
The  Rural  Districts  of  Kernel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

19  5 8 

by 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

V.  K.  Kelly,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.r.c.o.g.,  d.c.h. 

J.  D.  Russell,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

T.  E.  Roberts,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.r.c.o.g.,  d.p.h.  (Part-time) (to  13.  ^58) 
M.  D.  Clarke,  m.b.,  b.s.  (Part-time)  (from  15.9.58) 


Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

M.  A.  Knox,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

M.  Randell,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  A.  Featherstone,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  , h.v..  Queens  Nurse 


Miss  C.  J.  Badcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Miss  M.  E.  Barrell 
Miss  L.  Brackley 


Health  Visitors ; 

Mrs.  j.  Hanley 
Mrs.  M.  Howlett 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 
Miss  J.  Maughan 


Miss  B.  I.  Reed 
Mrs.  M.  McMahon 
(Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Berrill 
(Part-time) 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives ; 


Miss  R.  Bickford 
Miss  J.  L.  Powell 


Miss  A.  Houston 
Miss  D.  Simms 


Mrs.  M.  E.  Nelson 
Miss  M.  I.  Snell 


Miss  J.  S.  Bishop 
Miss  M.  Chalker 
Miss  I.  Murrell 

Miss  K 


District  Nurse/Mid  wives : 

Miss  J.  Horn 
Miss  A.  K.  Davies 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
M.  Rushton  Miss  J. 


Miss  S.  M.  Hand 
Miss  J.  S.  Evans 
Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 
. Tyley 


District  Nurses : 

Miss  D.  Hughes  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Mayo  Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  P.  Tovey  (Part-time) 


Mrs.  L.  Pratt 


Clinic  Nurses : 

Mrs.  N.  Kerry  Mrs.  P.  Bathe 


Chief  Clerk  : 
Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  — SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  in  the  Division 
provided  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council.  The  account,  which  is 
necessarily  brief,  views  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives 
the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  development 
of  the  health  services,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring,  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted,  has  a population  of  83,630,  an 
increase  of  3,460  over  the  previous  year,  and  an  area  of  51.400  acres. 

Staff 

The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  is 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  authorities  in  the 
Division,  two  full-time  and  one  part-time  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers,  and  five  part-time  Medical  Officers  engaged  on  a sessional  basis 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  who  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  consists  of  12  Health  Visitor/School  Nurses, 
17  District  Nurse/Mid  wives,  of  whom  6 are  also  Health  Visitors,  5 
District  Nurses,  of  whom  3 are  part-time  only,  and  3 clinic  nurses.  Two 
Home  Help  Organisers,  one  of  whom  is  part-time,  are  responsible  for 
the  day-to-day  management  of  the  Home  Flelp  Service  in  the  Division. 

In  addition,  certain  medical  auxiliary  workers  on  the  staff  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  give  part-time  service  to  the  Division.  They 
include  a Mental  Health  Social  Worker,  Speech  Therapist,  Orthoptist 
and  a Physical  Education  Instructor. 

In  common  with  many  parts  of  the  country  difficulty  was  experienced 
during  the  year  in  recruiting  sufficient  trained  nursing  staff,  a difficulty 
more  particularly  felt  in  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  where  the 
rapid  increase  in  population  made  a commensurately  heavy  demand  on 
the  nursing  services,  especially  the  midwifery  service.  By  asid  large  all 
the  midwifery  and  general  nursing  commitments  were  met,  aided  in  a 
large  measure  in  the  Borough  by  each  midwife,  except  one,  having  a 
pupil  midwife  for  most  of  the  year.  Good  nursing  teamwork,  with 
nurses  from  other  districts  moving  in  to  help  those  more  hardly  pressed 
than  themselves,  also  proved  invaluable. 

It  was  unfortunate,  too,  that  vacancies  in  the  establishment  of 
Health  Visitors  in  the  Borough  could  not  be  filled.  The  lack  of  such 
specialised  nursing  staff  is  not  immediately  apparent  for  Health  Visitors 
are  among  the  field  workers  in  preventive  medicine  and  the  result  of 
their  work  can  only  be  judged  on  a long-term  basis.  Employment  of 
clinic  nurses  may  relieve  some  of  the  immediate  problems  but  leaves 
untouched  the  more  long-term  problems  inherent  in  field  work.  It  is 
difficult  anywhere  these  days  to  attract  sufficient  trained  nurses  into 
public  health  work,  but  even  more  difficult  in  a rapidly  expanding  area 
as  this  where  the  need  for  nurses  measurably  increases  in  each  succeed- 
ing year.  It  is  a problem  which  is  difficult  to  solve,  indeed,  and  yet 
which  must  be  solved  if  public  health  nursing  is  to  continue  as  a separate 
branch  of  the  nursing  profession. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1958 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

... 

Dacorum  Division 

1 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Area  (acres)  .... 

7,193 

20,249 

1,982 

17,572 

4,407 

51,403 

404,523 

* 

Population  

46,390 

13,340 

12,200 

6,320 

5,380 

83,630 

761,200 

* 

Live  Births  

1,107 

240 

210 

113 

69 

1,739 

13,618 

* 

Still-births  

20 

6 

9 

2 

— 

37 

* 

* 

Deaths  

332 

124 

117 

68 

57 

698 

7,345 

* 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  . . . 

10 

6 

6 

1 

1 

24 

224 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1 ,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

23  9 

18.0 

17.2 

17.9 

12.8 

20.8 

17.9 

16.4 

Adjusted  

17.9 

18.0 

17.7 

17.6 

13.4 

* 

* 

- — 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

• 

7.2 

9.3 

9.6 

10.8 

10.6 

8.3 

9.7 

11.7 

Adjusted  

11.2 

10.7 

9.4 

10.5 

8.8 

♦ 

♦ 

— 

Infective  and 
Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 
cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.04 

0.07 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

♦ 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.00 

0.07 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

♦ 

* 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.00 

0.07 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

* 

♦ 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

0.88 

1.01 

1.64 

1.42 

0.00 

1.02 

* 

* 

Cancer  

1.40 

2.02 

1.23 

2.06 

1.67 

1.54 

* 

* 

Heart  and  Circu- 
latory Diseases 

2.59 

2.92 

2.95 

5.22 

4.46 

3.01 

* 

* 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

0.88 

1.42 

1.80 

0.65 

1.86 

1.15 

* 

* 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1958 


(continued) 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

1 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provincial  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

9.0 

25.0 

28.6 

8.9 

14.5 

13.8 

16.5 

22.5 

Maternal 

Mortality 

0.89 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.43 

0.43 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1958  was  1,739  (877  males,  862  females),  an  increase  of  204  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  23.9  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  19.1  for  1957. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  52  or  3%  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  58  and  3.8%  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  698  (354  males,  344  females),  an  increase  of  44  on  the 
total  for  1957. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  was  8.3  per  1,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  8.2  for  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were: — 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions. 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  83%  of  the  total  deaths. 


89 


Infant  Mortality 


In  1958  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  24, 
a decrease  of  4 from  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths  19  infants  were 
under  four  weeks  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  13.8  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  18.2  for  1957. 


The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  14.2  as  compared  with  17.6  for  1957. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 
birth  was  Nil  as  compared  with  34.5  for  1957. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age:  — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

j 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

1 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Respiratory  fail- 

ure  

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Prematurity 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Pneumonia 

Cerebral  haemorr- 

1 

' 

■'  

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

hage  

Congenital  Mai- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

■■■■"  ■ 

— 

- 

1 

formations  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fibro-cy  Stic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Misadventure  ... 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL  

18 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

24 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 

Smallpox  and  diphtheria  have  long  been,  in  annual  reports,  headings 
under  which  is  described  not  the  incidence  of  the  disease  but  the 
immunisation  state  of  the  community  and  especially  that  of  the  child 
population.  Smallpox,  in  particular,  has  become  an  almost  forgotten 
disease  but  a disease  which,  when  it  does  occur,  is  most  certainly  news 
of  national  importance  and  concern.  That  it  is  a rare  disease  in  this 
country  is  not  due  simply  to  chance  but  to  the  strictness  of  our  quaran- 
tine rules  and  regulations  and  the  high  degree  of  immunity  possessed  by 
the  population.  We  still  advocate  vaccination  in  infancy,  advice  which 
was  largely  accepted  last  year  when  1,167  infants  were  vaccinated,  or 
67%  of  the  total  live  births  for  the  year.  This  is  a high  percentage 
indeed,  3%  more  than  for  the  previous  year  and  24%  higher  than  the 
figure  given  for  the  country  as  a whole  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  1957. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  in  persons  over 
5 years  is  worthy  of  note,  it  not  only  shows  the  increasing  popularity 
of  holidays  and  business  trips  abroad,  but  equally  emphasises  the  fact 
that  smallpox  is  not  universally  conquered  and  protection  against  it  is 
still  necessary  everywhere.  In  these  days  of  quick  air  travel  between 
countries  the  re-introduction  of  smallpox  in  epidemic  proportions  into 
this  country  is  by  no  means  impossible  and  might  well  become  a danger 
if  the  vaccination  state  of  the  community  were  to  wane. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  are 
given  below: — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

795 

40 

43 

2 

880 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

372 

37 

33 

35 

31 

508 

Re- V ACCINATIONS 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

4 

44 

66 

114 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated 

1,167 

77 

80 

81 

97 

1,502 

No  case  of  generalised  vaccinia  or  untoward  complication  of  vacc- 
ination was  reported. 
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Diphtheria 


No  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  last  year  nor  is  such  an  unhappy 
occurrence  likely  in  the  future  if  the  present  level  of  immunity  among 
the  child  population  can  be  maintained.  Diphtheria,  like  smallpox,  is  a 
threat  to  the  community  which  should  never  materialise  but  which, 
equally,  can  never  be  ignored.  The  threat  will  always  be  present  as  a 
challenge  to  our  efforts  towards  prevention  and  to  the  common-sense  of 
the  community. 

The  number  of  primary  inoculations  was  almost  the  same  for  last 
year  as  it  was  for  1957  but  it  will  be  recalled  that  the  figure  for  1957 
was  almost  one  hundred  down  on  the  figure  for  1956.  The  acceptance 
rate,  therefore,  for  the  past  two  years  has  fallen,  while  the  population 
of  the  Division  has  risen.  Undoubtedly  the  vaccination  campaign  against 
polio  has  accounted  for  most  of  the  fall  for  the  timing  of  the  one  has 
interfered  with  the  timing  of  the  other,  with  polio  vaccination  getting 
the  preference.  This  difficulty  will,  eventually,  resolve  itself  but  it  is  well 
to  remember  that,  good  though  the  diphtheria  immunisation  rate  is  in 
the  Division,  it  has  been  better  and,  therefore,  can  be  improved. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  or  given  secondary 
injections  are  given  below:  — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

589 

121 

61 

33 

804 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

449 

66 

62 

24 

— 

601 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

112 

558 

670 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

36 

120 

1 

157 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

1,038 

187 

271 

735 

1 

2,232 

Whooping  Cough 

There  was  a marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough 
last  year  when  thirty-four  (34)  cases  only  were  notified  as  compared 
with  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  (166)  in  the  previous  year.  The  incidence 
was  sporadic  and  the  illness  was  so  invariably  mild  that  further  comment 
is  unnecessary. 
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The  number  of  primary  inoculations  against  whooping  cough  fell 
last  year  and,  like  diphtheria,  the  fall  was,  to  a large  extent,  due  to  the 
over-riding  priority  given  to  polio  vaccination. 

An  additional  factor  made  the  fall  more  apparent  than  real.  In 
the  middle  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  re-plan  the  scheme  of  infant 
vaccinations  and  immunisations  to  allow  the  entry  of  polio  vaccination 
at  6 months.  The  third  injections  against  whooping  cough  then  became 
like  the  third  injection  against  polio,  a booster  dose  given  seven  months 
after  the  second  injection.  The  result  was  a large  number  of  incom- 
pleted,  and  therefore  uncounted,  record  cards  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  the  final  total  of  completed  immunisations  less  than  it  would  have 
been  under  the  old  system.  The  immunisation  returns  for  1959  will 
correct  this  apparent  decline. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  given  below:-- 


Under 

1—2 

2—5 

5—  15 

Totals 

1 year 

years 

years 

years 

Primary  Immunisation 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

576 

102 

29 

6 

713 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

429 

63 

53 

17 

562 

Secondary  or  Re-Inforcing 
Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

3 

3 

6 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

8 

29 

60 

97 

Total  of  primary  and  second- 
ary immunisations  

1,005 

173 

114 

86 

1,378 

Poliomyelitis 

The  year  1958  was  notable  for  two  reasons,  the  relative  absence  of 
the  disease  and  the  immense  progress  in  the  vaccination  campaign. 
Whether  the  former  was  the  direct  result  of  the  latter  cannot  yet  be 
stated  with  certainty  but  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that 
there  was  a close  connection  between  the  two.  We  must  await  further 
experience,  however,  before  we  can  get  a definite  answer  to  this  very 
important  question. 

Throughout  the  year  regular  vaccination  sessions  were  held  every 
three  weeks  at  four  of  the  welfare  centres  in  the  Borough  and  at  the 
Welfare  Centres  in  Berkhamsted  and  Tring.  In  addition,  monthly 
sessions  were  held  at  Markyate  and  Flamstead  and,  to  use  a colloquial 
expression,  trade  at  all  the  clinics  was  very  brisk.  An  important  con- 
tribution to  the  vaccination  campaign  was  made  by  the  family  doctors 
and  the  out-patient  department  of  the  Maternity  Unit  of  St.  Paul’s 
Hospital  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  grand  total  of  vaccinations  was 
most  impressive. 
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In  the  Annual  Report  for  1957  it  was  stated  that  3,359  children 
had  been  vaccinated,  a further  251  had  received  one  injection  and  4,356 
children  were  still  awaiting  their  first  injection.  By  the  end  of  last  year 
the  total  of  children  vaccinated  with  two  injections  had  risen  to  15,309 
and  2,803  of  these  children  had  also  received  their  third  injection.  A 
good  start  had  also  been  made  on  the  other  priority  classes  with  the 
vaccination  of  almost  one  thousand  expectant  mothers  and  over  200  of 
the  other  classes. 

The  “ queue  ” awaiting  the  first  injection  had  been  reduced  by  the 
end  of  the  year  from  4,356  to  2,178,  while  its  composition  had  materially 
changed.  In  the  autumn  the  scheme  was  extended  to  include  young 
people  under  26  years  of  age  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  140  had  been 
vaccinated  and  a further  1,000  had  joined  the  “queue”.  With  the 
generous  co-operation  of  the  management  of  the  various  factories  and 
offices  in  the  area  arrangements  were  completed  to  vaccinate  the  young 
people  at  their  places  of  work,  for  by  making  vaccination  easy  it  was 
hoped  more  would  accept. 

The  supply  of  vaccine  steadily  improved  as  the  year  progressed  but 
always  the  demand  was  in  excess  of  the  supply.  Looking  back  over  the 
year  it  is  clear  that,  while  much  was  accomplished,  more  remains  to  be 
done.  We  must  continue  with  our  efforts  until  polio  has  joined  diph- 
theria as  one  of  the  diseases  man  has  conquered. 

Influenza 

In  commenting  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report  on  the  major  epidemic 
of  influenza  in  the  autumn  of  1957  it  was  stated  that  one  of  the  unusual 
features  of  the  epidemic  was  its  occurrence  outside  the  usual  influenza 
season.  It  was  possible  that,  despite  the  huge  size  of  the  epidemic, 
another  epidemic,  caused  by  a different  strain  of  the  influenza  virus, 
would  follow  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the  more  usual  influenza 
season.  Fortunately,  this  possibility  did  not  materialise  and  the  year 
passed  with  influenza  adding  little  to  its  worries. 

Measles 

There  was  a minor  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  Borough  last  year 
with  the  peak  of  the  epidemic  in  May.  The  disease  was  mild  and  proved 
more  of  a nuisance  than  an  illness.  The  remainder  of  the  Division  was 
relatively  unaffected. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Only  twenty-five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  last  year  and 
once  again  the  disease  v/as  mild  and  without  complications. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  800  home  confinements  last  year,  of  whom  792  were 
attended  by  County  Council  midwives.  The  number  of  midwives 
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employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Division  was  unchanged  at  16, 
of  whom  13  served  in  the  dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse/ Mid  wife,  in 
697  of  the  792  confinements  attended  by  the  County  Council  midwives, 
the  midwives  attended  in  their  capacity  of  midwife,  while  in  the 
remainder  they  attended  as  maternity  nurses.  Gas  and  Air  analgesia 
was  administered  to  673  patients  and  310  patients  received  injections  of 
Pethidine. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  last  year  among  residents  in  the 
Division  was  1,768  and  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  was 
45%.  Of  the  968  confinements  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  792 
were  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Hemei  Hempstead.  There  were  1 01 
confinements  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  where  the  mother  was  resident 
outside  the  Division. 

If  the  figure  for  domiciliary  confinements  is  broken  down  further  it 
is  found  that  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  in  the  Borough 
last  year  was  48%  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  Division  39%.  These 
figures  compare  with  the  national  average  of  36%  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1957. 

It  is  of  fundamental  importance  that  the  best  use  is  made  of 
the  available  maternity  beds  and,  leaving  aside  special  medical  and 
obstetrical  considerations  which  may  equally  apply  to  all  ages,  high 
priority  must  be  given  to  the  older  multiparas  and  those  with  adverse 
home  conditions.  It  is  certainly  true  that  there  are  fewer  in  these  two 
categories  in  the  Borough  than  in  the  remainder  of  the  Division  for  the 
majority  of  newcomers  to  the  Borough  are  young  and  live  in  new 
houses.  Nevertheless,  the  freedom  which  the  young  expectant  mother 
in  the  Borough  has  to  opt  for  hospital  confinement  is  obviously 
restricted,  a fact  which  emphasises  the  need,  long  appreciated,  for  open- 
ing the  fourth  ward  at  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  as  soon  as  ever  conditions 
will  allow. 

No  call  was  made  on  the  “ Flying  Squad  ” units  which,  for  this 
Division,  are  based  on  the  King  Street  Hospital,  Watford;  the  Royal 
Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury;  the  Luton  Maternity  Hospital 
and  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

During  the  year  161  patients  made  829  attendances  at  the  four 
ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Division,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following  table: — 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Average 

attendance 

per 

Session 

Adeyfield, 

Hemei  Hempstead 

25 

32 

200 

8.0 

“ Churchill  ”, 

Hemei  Hempstead 

51 

73 

424 

8.3 

Berkhamsted  

21 

39 

146 

7.0 

Kings  Langley 

11 

17 

59 

5.4 
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The  Adeylieid  Clinic  was  closed  in  J une  because  of  lack  of  patients 
and  the  clinics  at  Churchill  and  Berkhamsted  again  showed  an  appreci- 
able fall  in  the  number  of  attendances. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  the  decline  in  attendances  at  the  Local 
Authority’s  ante-natal  clinics,  even  to  the  extent  of  closure  of  a clinic, 
implies  any  lessening  of  interest  by  the  Local  Authority  or  any  lowering 
in  the  standard  of  ante-natal  care.  Since  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  the  promotion  of  the  General  Practitioner/ 
Obstetrician  scheme  more  and  more  of  the  family  doctors  have  taken 
an  increasingly  greater  interest  in  midwifery  and  as  their  ante-natal 
clinics  have  grown  so  have  those  of  the  Local  Authority  tended  to 
decline.  In  examining  this  change  there  is  one  feature,  at  least,  which 
merits  attention  and  approval.  The  old,  traditional,  rivalry  between  the 
family  doctor  and  the  midwife  has  gone  to  be  replaced  by  a much  more 
healthy  co-operation,  a co-operation  based  on  a mutual  understanding 
and  respect  of  one  for  the  other.  The  midwives  now  attend  at  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  held  by  the  family  doctors  and  the  ante- 
natal care  of  the  patient  has  become  a truly  joint,  rather  than  individual, 
effort.  As  the  provision  of  midwives  improves  so,  it  is  felt,  will  this  kind 
of  joint  venture  improve.  It  may  well  be  that  the  most  important  duty 
of  the  Local  Authority  in  the  future  will  be,  after  making  ail  provision 
for  home  conhnements,  to  educate  the  expectant  mother  in  the  need  and 
value  of  ante-natal  care  and  then  to  ensure  she  takes  full  advantage  of 
the  available  facilities. 

In  one  field  of  ante-natal  care  the  midwife  has  carved  a niche 
peculiarly  her  own.  The  relaxation  classes,  where  instruction  is  shared 
between  the  midwife  and  the  health  visitor,  were  increasingly  popular 
last  year  and  fully  proved  their  value.  Because  of  the  temporary 
shortage  of  staff  it  was  impossible  to  establish  more  of  these  classes 
but  there  are  areas  where  new  classes  should  be,  and  will  be,  established 
as  soon  as  the  staffing  situation  allows. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

With  the  opening  of  a further  infant  welfare  centre  in  the  Borough 
at  Gad  ^bridge  twenty-two  centres  now  serve  the  Division  Attendances 
at  all  the  centres,  and  particularly  those  serving  the  new  town  areas  of 
the  Borough,  were  well  maintained. 

In  recent  years  much  adverse  criticism  has  been  directed  against 
child  welfare  centres  even  to  the  extent  of  questioning  their  very  useful- 
ness. Such  criticism  may  seem  strange  in  this  area  where  the  centres 
appear  to  have  gained,  rather  than  lost,  in  popularity  but  it  is  well  to 
note  the  criticism  and  to  keep  under  review  both  the  purpose  and  the 
practice  of  the  centres. 

The  corner  stone  of  infant  welfare  must  always  be  prevention  and 
the  primary  task  of  the  clinic  is  the  fostering  of  the  child’s  physical, 
mental  and  social  development  with  the  achievement  of  optimum  health 
and  well-being  as  its  goal.  The  clinic  must  encourage  parents  to  accept 
for  their  children  all  the  specific  preventive  measures  against  disease 
and  it  must,  at  all  times,  be  competent  to  give  good  advice  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  good  advice  acceptable.  It  is  axiomatic  in  the  field 
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of  human  relations  that  a good  adviser  must  first  of  all  be  a good 
listener  and  the  clinic,  therefore,  must  never  be  so  overcrowded  that 
time  for  examination  and  discussion  is  restricted.  If  the  clinic  is  to  do 
its  job  efficiently  then  the  atmosphere  of  the  clinic  must  be  friendly  and 
leisurely  rather  than  formal  and  hurried.  Restriction  in  the  amount  of 
time  allowed  for  adequate  discussion  often  has  a more  cramping  effect 
on  the  work  of  the  clinic  than  the  physical  limitation  imposed  by 
inadequate  accommodation. 

It  is  in  the  Borough  where  overcrowding  of  the  clinic  tends  to  occur 
and  it  was  because  of  this  that  arrangements  were  made  to  increase  the 
number  of  clinic  sessions  at  Warners  End  and  Gadebridge  in  the  New 
Year. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  thirty-three  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  Welfare 
Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin 
Tablets)  are  distributed.  Of  these  distribution  centres  seventeen  are 
situated  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  eleven  are  in  local  shops,  four  are 
staffed  by  the  W.V.S.  and  B.R.C.S.  and  one  by  the  County  Council. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from 
a main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County 
Council  depot  in  Hemel  Hempstead. 

The  following  Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  during  the  year: — 


National  Dried  Milk  19,540 

Orange  Juice  65,613 

Cod  Liver  Oil  6,729 

Vitamin  A and  D Tablets  5,302 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Introduction 

There  are  fifty-one  schools  in  the  Division,  excluding  independent 
or  private  schools,  and  one  Special  School.  The  total  number  of  pupils 
on  the  school  registers  at  31.12.58  was  14,177. 

The  policy  of  visiting  schools  each  term  was  maintained,  apart 
from  very  few  exceptions  where  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  examined 
was  too  small  to  justify  a visit  every  term.  The  periodic  medical 
examination  of  the  four  age  groups,  i.e.  entrants  (5  years + ),  juniors 
(7  years + ),  intermediate  (11  years + ) and  seniors  (14  years + ) was 
continued.  At  each  school  medical  inspection,  re-examination  of 
children  who  at  previous  periodic  or  special  examinations  had  been 
found  to  have  defects  requiring  treatment  or  observation  was  made. 
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Medical  laspections 


(a)  Periodic  Inspections: 
Number  inspected — 


Age  Group  (Year)  Number 

1954  and  later  49 

1953  1,198 

1952  116 

1951  282 

1950  962 

1949  89 

1948  36 

1947  520 

1946  525 

1945  65 

1944  730 

1943  and  earlier  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 


Total  ...  4,835 


(b)  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  special  inspections  70 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...•  2,812 


Total  ...  2,882 


Defects  found  at  Medical  Inspections 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  defects  noted  at  both  periodic 
and  special  inspections.  All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspections  as 
requiring  treatment  are  included,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was 
begun  before  the  date  of  inspection: — 
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Defect  or  Disease 

Number 

of  Defects 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Skin  

158 

29 

2 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

235 

289 

5 

4 

(b)  Squint  

35 

19 

1 

— 

(c)  Other  

39 

8 

1 

— 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

8 

22 

1 

1 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

11 

43 

2 

(c)  Other  

14 

20 

— 

— 

Nose  and  Throat  

97 

82 

4 

5 

Speech  

11 

22 

4 

5 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

12 

— 

— 

Heart 

9 

42 

1 

2 

Lungs  

59 

93 

— 

5 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

3 

14 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  

16 

18 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

40 

38 

1 

1 

(b)  Feet  

113 

88 

— 

3 

(c)  Other  

38 

43 

— 

1 

Nervous  System : 

(a)  Epilepsy  

6 

6 

— 

— 

(b)  OtW  

17 

36 

4 

1 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

5 

34 

4 

8 

(b)  Stability  

10 

33 

4 

11 

Abdomen 

9 

11 

— 

1 

Other  

44 

81 

1 

6 

Special  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Clinics'.  Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Con- 
sulant  Ophthalmologist,  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted. 

Weekly  clinics  on  Friday  mornings  are  held  at  “ Churchill  ”,  Park 
Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  and  during  the  year  there  were  52  sessions 
at  which  741  attendances  were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  201 
children. 

Fortnightly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  (or  by  arrangement  as 
the  waiting  list  requires)  are  held  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkham- 
sted, and  during  the  year  there  were  16  sessions  at  which  210  attendances 
were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  60  children. 

Orthoptic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  J.  Gilley,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  a.m.  and  p.m.  were  held, 
and  during  the  year  there  were  211  sessions  at  which  1,021  attendances 
were  made.  Thirty-one  children  were  discharged  as  cured  while  the 
treatment  of  21  other  children  was  discontinued. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Mr.  Leonard  Willmore, 
Senior  County  Speech  Therapist,  and  Miss  J.  A.  Gates,  Speech  Therapist. 
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Weekly  clinics  are  held  in  Hemei  Hempstead  at  “ Churchill  Park 
Road,  (Fridays  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall,  (Fridays  p.m.),  and  Bennetts  End 
Community  Hall,  (Thursdays  p.m.)  (commenced  1959),  and  in  Berkham- 
sted  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  (Fridays  a.m.). 

During  the  year  229  sessions  were  held  at  which  96  children  made 
950  attendances.  Of  these  96  children,  75  were  still  in  attendance  at  the 
end  of  the  year — 44  under  treatment  and  31  under  observation. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics:  Children  requiring  child  guidance  treat- 
ment or  estimation  of  intelligence  quotient  are  referred  to  tlie  clinics  at 
St.  Albans  or  Watford. 

Dental  Clinics:  Because  of  inability  to  recruit  a whole-time  Dental 
Officer  only  a restricted  dental  service  was  possible. 

Breathing  Exercises  Clinic:  Children  suffering  frorn  chest  com- 
plaints which  might  benefit  from  breathing  exercises  are  referred  to  the 
clinic  from  the  primary  schools  after  medical  examination.  The  clinic, 
which  is  held  weekly  on  Tuesday  mornings  during  school  term  periods 
at  “ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road,  Hemei  Hempstead,  is  conducted  by  Miss 
N.  Chatterton  of  the  County  Physical  Education  staff. 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

During  the  year  eight  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting  financial 
responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 

Handicapped  Pupils 

For  the  year  ended  31.12.58  the  following  handicapped  pupils 
were : — 

(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes : 

Deaf  1 Partially  deaf  2 

Delicate  1 Educationally  sub-normal  5 

Maladjusted  5 

Total:  14 

(b)  Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  educational  treatment  in  special 
schools  or  in  boarding  homes : 

Deaf  1 Delicate  1 

Partially  Deaf  2 Educationally  sub-normal  9 

Maladjusted  5 

Total:  18 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31.12.58:  — 

Blind  2 Educationally  sub-normal  43 

Deaf  or  partially  deaf  ...  16  Maladjusted  16 

Delicate  ...  2 Epileptic  2 

Physically  Handicapped  4 

Total:  85 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  5 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  on  register  of  hospital  special  schools  1 
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HOME  PARSING 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  District  Nurses  last  year  was 
25,744  and  the  general  nursing  pattern  was  much  the  same  as  in  previous 
years,  with  the  elderly  and  the  chronic  sick  receiving  the  most  attention. 

No  major  development  occurred  or  was  planned  and  the  service  was 
more  used  in  the  older,  established  parts  of  the  Division  and  was,  on 
the  whole,  little  alfected  by  the  rising  tide  of  population  in  the  Borough. 


HOME  HELPS 


There  was  a small  increase  in  the  number  of  available  home  help 
hours  last  year  when  a weekly  average  of  just  over  1,000  hours  was 
expended. 

This  expenditure  was  not  high  compared  with  other  parts  of  the 
County,  but,  by  and  large,  it  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
Division.  At  times  difficulty  was  experienced  in  meeting  all  the 
demands,  but  the  difficulties  occurred  mainly  during  periods  of  abnormal 
sickness  among  the  home  helps,  e.g.  during  the  “influenza  ” months,  and 
in  the  holiday  season. 

The  allocation  of  hours  showed  a surprisingly  uniform  pattern 
throughout  the  Division.  Approximately  51%  of  the  total  hours  was 
given  to  the  elderly,  12%  to  the  chronic  sick,  9%  to  maternity  cases 
with  the  remainder  apportioned  among  a miscellaneous  group  including 
the  blind,  the  tuberculous,  the  acute  sick  and  the  accident  cases.  Perhaps 
the  Borough  figures  showed  a little  more  emphasis  on  the  maternity 
case  rather  than  the  elderly  but  much  less  than  might  be  expected  in 
view  of  the  striking  difference  in  the  age  group  distribution  in  the 
Borough  than  elsewhere  in  the  Division.  Certainly  the  demand  for 
home  helps  was  much  less  in  the  Borough  than  elsewhere  and,  con- 
sequently, the  allocation  of  the  total  home  help  hours  to  Borough 
residents  was  small  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  population  of  the 
Borough.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  needs  of  the  Division  will  alter 
materially  in  the  next  few  years  but  watch  must  be  kept  on  the  home 
help  service  to  see  that  its  strength  keeps  pace  with  altered  circumstances. 
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